
Our students celebrated outstanding A Level successes again 
this year. With 25% of all grades achieved being awarded an 
A*, this marks another year of excellent academic and personal 
achievements for students.
   One third of A Level pupils gained all A*s and As and six achieved 
A* grades in all their subjects.  
This included Dominic B, Jonathan S and Orlando T who all secured 
four A*s, while Thomas B, Annabel G and Toby L-A celebrated three 
A*s. Caroline L and Jess S-M each achieved three A*s and an A.
   In six subjects, 100% of students received grades A*-B and  
results were particularly strong in the Arts and traditionally  
difficult subjects including Economics, English Literature, Further 
Maths and Physics.

HCS pupils beat national  
average for A*/A grades

  An outstanding 25% of all 
grades were A*

  One third of pupils gained all 
A* and As, with six achieving 
straight A*s

Our top-performing subjects  
for 2017 include:
  Art with 75% of grades at A*/A
  Art Textiles with 100% A*s
  Economics - 70% of students 

received A*/A
  English Literature with 80%  

A* and A 
  Further Maths where 70%  

of pupils achieved A*/A
  Physics with 75% A*/A 

Stunning A Level 
results again

“I am delighted that the hard work of 
students and staff has resulted in such  
well-deserved grades. Our most able 

students have done as well as any in the 
country. It is often the case that our ‘best’ 
results are those of more modest grades 
obtained by students whose aspirations 
have been exceeded as a result of studying 
at HCS. The vast majority of students have 
made significant progress and should be 
proud of what they have achieved.”
Mr Paul Smith, Headmaster

Congratulations to  
all our A Level pupils
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Six pupils achieved A* grades 
in all their subjects, including 
Dominic B and Jonathan S who 
both secured four A*s. 
   Jonathan S is heading to Trinity 
College Cambridge to study 
Maths, having also achieved a 
staggering set of results in three 
‘STEP’ Maths entry exams to 
Cambridge. Jonathan achieved 
the highest grade in two  
papers. Describing what it was 
like at home when he found out 
he is to study at reputedly the 

best Maths college in the world, 
Jonathan said: “My parents  
were louder than I was!  
I’m hugely relieved to be honest. 
I’ve loved Maths since I was  
at my village primary school  
in Staunton-on-Wye and I  
had always wanted to study 
Maths at a really good place,  
so I’m delighted.” 
   Dominic B has opted for a 
double degree and will go on 
to Oxford to study Maths & 
Computer Science.

Outstanding 
Maths pupils 
head for 
Oxbridge 

Jess S-M achieved A*s in Art 
and English Literature and an  
A in Philosophy and Ethics.  
But the highlight for Jess  
was achieving an A* in her  
EPQ, which involved her 
project-managing the HCS 
fashion show last October. 
“I’m going to University of 
Leeds to do Liberal Arts,” she 
explained, “and I’m hoping to 
do a year abroad in my third 
year, in either Canada or New 
Zealand. I’m very excited.” 
Good luck, Jess! 

 

Laurence wins Oxford place
Talented musician Laurence John has won a 
place at The Queen’s College, Oxford, as organ 
scholar. Laurence joined Hereford Cathedral 
School from St Mary’s and has spent a year as 
organ scholar at Hereford Cathedral. 
   Laurence, who is leaving HCS with an A* and 
2 As, said: “I started playing piano when I was 
six and the organ six years ago and music is 
something I’ve always wanted to do. In addition 
to playing at the Cathedral, I’ve also been 
given some amazing opportunities at Hereford 
Cathedral School, such as playing with the 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. I’m really 
looking forward to carrying on my love of music 
at Oxford.”

Annabel G is one of four HCS pupils 
heading to Durham University.  
   She said: “I was genuinely 
surprised with my results! I’ve loved 
HCS Sixth Form. I would never have 
wanted to go anywhere else.” 
   Annabel will study Economics and 
Management.
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A*s for fashion show 
organiser, Jess
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Over half of GCSE grades A*/A
Our Year 11s impressed again with 52.5% of all 
grades achieved being awarded A* to A grades – 
and the best results in English for six years. 

Impressive results were well above national 
averages:
  22% A*
  53.3% A*-A
  81.6% of all grades A*-B

In 11 subjects, 100% of students achieved grades 
A*-C.  
  Art 78% A*/A
  English Literature 80% A*/A
  English Language 66% A*/A
  English Literature and Language 100% A*-C
  Maths 35.6% Grades 9-7 (equivalent to A* and A) 

and 94.9% Grades 9-4 (A*-C)
  Single sciences 100% A*-C

Will O achieved 10 A*s, a 9 
in Maths (equivalent of an 
A* in the new GCSE grading) 
and an A in Additional Maths. 
Will said: “The support I’ve 
received at HCS has been 
really thorough. I never felt 
I couldn’t go to someone 
for support. Some of these 
results I couldn’t have got 
without my teachers.”
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 Exceptional results 
for Charles T 

A clean sweep of top A*/A grades

Upcoming 
open events

Senior School & Sixth Form
Tuesday 6 March
8.30am-10.45am

Sixth Form Open Evening  
with Options
Thursday 25 January, 
6.30pm

Call 01432 363506 
HEREFORDCS.COM

A number of GCSE pupils 
achieved all A* and A grades, 
including Zara H who did 
exceptionally well, with 9A*s, 
2As and an 8. She said: “I worked 
really hard, it’s the hardest I’ve 
ever worked. I started revising  
for GCSEs in November and I 
finished in June. I didn’t stop at  
all in between but I think the  
work paid off!”
   Theo C achieved eight A*s, 
two As and a 7 and is looking 

forward to studying Chemistry, 
Biology, Physics and Spanish at 
A Level. He said: “I’d like to study 
Medicine. I’d quite like to be a  
GP, that would be cool, but I’ll  
see how it goes.” He added:  
“I’m staying on for Sixth Form at 
HCS because it’s just the general 
feel of the school. It’s got a really 
good atmosphere so I’m excited 
to carry on and I’ve got really 
good relationships with my 
teachers, too.” 

   Charlie J joined HCS from the 
Robert Owen Academy in Year 
10 and has gone on to win a 
scholarship to our Sixth Form. 
Charlie celebrated outstanding 
results with 4A*s, 6As and an 
8, plus a distinction in FCSE 
Spanish. Charlie said: “I cannot 
fault the education here and 
I am extremely grateful for 
the opportunities and new 
experiences I’ve been given, which 
are a catalyst for me to advance.” 

Follow HCS:

Despite missing several weeks 
of his GCSE curriculum in 
order to undergo life-saving 
surgery in 2015, Charles T 
pulled off a fantastic set of 
exam results. 
   Charles had his first liver 
transplant aged just two 
weeks and has had two 
further transplants while 
studying at HCS. He says he 
studied an extra 2.5 hours 
every night on top of his 
regular homework to achieve 
a staggering 11 GCSEs. Well 
done, Charles!
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